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Viking Voice
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
As a graduate and current Superintendent of the New Miami Local School
District, I am committed to ensuring an excellent learning opportunity for
each child in the New Miami Schools. As Ohio demands more of their
graduates, more than any time before, we are reminded that it is the journey of learning that sets our students on the path to success. Standardized
assessments do not show a child’s commitment to his /her community or
themselves as learners.
Our vision is for all students to graduate with the knowledge and skills to
succeed in our community and the global society. Our students are encouraged to take risks, learn, move urgently, and be better every day. This is
aligned to our growth mindset approach with attention to grit, rigor, and
perseverance.
New Miami Local School District is dedicated to remain a place where all
children are known, engaged in learning, and well taken care of. This is
evident in the relationships built between teachers, students, and community members.
Studies show that children learn best when educators develop meaningful
partnerships with parents/guardians and community members.
I ask that you be an active participant in the education of the students at
New Miami Local Schools by giving your feedback, attending family/ sporting events, and communicating factual information in regards to New Miami
Local Schools.
Rhonda Parker
Superintendent

LEARNING NEVER STOPS
Students aren’t the only ones that are learning at New Miami. Teachers
kicked off the school year by continuing professional development focused on instructional strategies. Research based instructional strategies build the foundation for strong content, instructional and pedagogical practices. Implementing strong instructional strategies support rigorous subject matter and student engagement to increase achievement.
The instructional strategies assist teachers
with:





Differentiation
Delivering Engaging Content
Checks for Understanding
Effective Questioning Strategies
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PRESCHOOL NEWS
New Miami Elementary has a 4
Star Step-Up to Quality Rating!
Preschool serves as a child's introduction to the school environment.
In preschool, students learn how to
follow rules/routines and how to get
along with other children. Students
also learn pre-academic math
(counting, shapes, patterning) and
literacy (name writing, letter and
sound recognition) skills that will
help prepare them for Kindergarten.
The majority of the preschool daily
schedule is guided by child initiated
play in the classroom interest areas. Students are encouraged to

learn in the following interest areas:
Manipulatives, Art Area, Sensory
Table, Dramatic Play, Block Area,
Writing Area, Technology Table,
and Reading Center. During the
day, there is large group and small
group instruction, which allows
teachers to target specific
skills. We offer morning and afternoon preschool sessions
from Monday-Thursday. All preschool students receive a free
lunch. Some transportation may be
available. There are still some
spaces available to 4
year olds!

“We would like to collectively welcome
all new students and families to our district.”
WELCOME TO THE NEW STAFF
AND FAMILIES AT NEW MIAMI
It is our hope that everyone in the
community had a relaxing and restful
summer. As the administrators in the
district, we spent the summer getting
ready for a new school year with new
and exciting initiatives.
In addition, we hired six new staff
members to our faculty. Please welcome the following new staff members at New Miami Local School
District:
Mr. James Swiecki—HS Biology/
Life Sciences
Mr. Jeff Joslin—HS Intervention
Specialist
Miss Samantha Wilson—5th Grade
Math
Miss Alyssa Rison—5th Grade
Educational Aide
Ms. Shalei McColm—4th Grade
Educational Aide
Ms. Jessica Ciavarella—MS
Educational Aide
We would like to collectively welcome
all new students and families to our
district as well. If you have any questions about the transition to New
Miami, please do not hesitate to call
one of our offices:
Board Office: 863-0833
Elementary Office: 896-7153
Middle/High School Office: 8634917
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For the past 10 years, OneSight has sent
a team of volunteers to our school to vision
screen our students in the odd numbered
grade levels required by the state. This
year they came on October 2 and 3 and
expanded by screening all students in Kindergarten through Twelfth
Grade. Our school district along with St. Bernard, North College Hill,
and Reading school districts are part of a test that is sponsored
by Verizon, State University of New York College of Optometry and
Smart Vision Labs called "Better Vision for Better Learning.”
All students who did not pass the vision test were recommended for the
eye clinic in November.
During the week of November 12th, New Miami will be invited to participate in the OneSight Clinic being held at Xavier University. After parental or guardian permission, students will be bussed to Xavier University for an additional eye examination by an optometrist . If glasses
are recommended, new eye wear will be dispensed at our time of visit
as time permits or OneSight will deliver new glasses to students needing them the following week.
A huge thank you goes out to the OneSight organization for this community outreach program.

SPARK
Supporting Partnerships to
Assure Ready Kids

New Miami Girls on the Run Group

GIRLS ON THE RUN
Girls on the Run is a program for girls in 3rd-5th grade that encourages the
girls to recognize their strengths--physically, mentally, and emotionally--and
to celebrate connections with others. The program involves physical activity
(running, jogging, walking) but also teaches healthy habits and life skills that
help the girls grow and succeed in their lives.
In 2017, New Miami Elementary School started our first Girls on the Run
team. Last spring, twelve girls met twice a week after school to gain a better
understanding of who they are and how they are connected to their community. The season ended with the girls completing a 5K that starts and ends
at Paul Brown Stadium. All 12 girls and their "running buddies" successfully
completed the 5K!
Additionally, each season the girls complete a community impact project that
they choose and design themselves. Our first team of girls decided to collect supplies for Animal Friends Humane Society. They collected over $600
worth of pet food, treats, toys, and cleaning supplies donated to the shelter. The girls designed posters, asked for donations, and organized the supplies before they were delivered. They truly care about their community.
Girls on the Run New Miami will begin again in the Spring of 2018. Please
look for a sign up sheet to come home in January. If you have any questions or want more information, please contact Michelle Ewen at
mewen@new-miami.k12.oh.us or check out The Girls on the Run website
at https://www.gotrcincinnati.org/.

VIKING PRIDE PERIOD-MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
What is the key to creating a great learning environment? Relationships! The
relationship between teachers and students is the foundation to creating a
successful learning environment. Our Viking Pride Period is designed to provide opportunities for teachers and students to build positive life altering relationships. Every Wednesday in the Middle School and High School students
meet with their VPP teacher to discuss a variety of topics, including:
Setting goals
Building Family relationships
Creating Habits for student success
Monitoring Academic Progress
Engaging in a variety of team building activities
Working together, our teachers and students are creating a community of
shared values, respect, and pride.

We are so excited to
have SPARK in our community again this year! Last year
was such a success that we
decided to bring it back.
SPARK is a home based,
early childhood reading intervention program for 4 year
olds. The goal of SPARK is to
get 4 year olds ready to attend kindergarten. Our parent
partner visits the SPARK families’ homes to deliver a fun,
educational reading lesson.
The parent partner visits once
a month and the family gets
to keep the book and all of
the supplies that go along
with the lesson. This year our
parent partner is Michelle
Ewen. Mrs. Ewen is an aide in
Ms. Florea’s preschool room
at New Miami. She already
knows all of the kids in the
SPARK program because
they see her everyday for
preschool. Michelle has a
great relationship with our
SPARK families, and is a very
kind and knowledgeable
teacher. Mrs. Ewen currently
has 10 families in her SPARK
program.
The SPARK program originated in Stark
County, Ohio and now serves
11 Ohio counties including
Hamilton, Darke, and Ross.
Butler County was just recently added to the SPARK family
last year. New Miami Elementary is the only school in Butler County that provides
SPARK to its student population. SPARK also has connections to Kent State University. The University conducts
a research study to see how
well the SPARK program
works. The research follows
SPARK participants from
Kindergarten through 12th
grade. By collecting data such
as test scores, attendance,
and other educational information; SPARK is able to
develop better early childhood
programs for the children in
our district.
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COLLEGE VISIT DAYS
How do you know if college is for
you? You go! You see! You explore! Our High school students visit one college a month to explore
the vast opportunities available to
New Miami students after graduation. Students have visited Ball
State, The University of Kentucky,
and most recently The College of
Mt. St. Joseph. Students meet with
student representatives, tour the
campus, and meet with the Office of
Admissions. Our next college visit is
scheduled for November 17th and
we will be headed to Wright State
University.
New Miami High School students at the College of Mount St. Joseph
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